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[Among the papers of James McHenry, Secretary of War 
under Washington and Adams, Dr. Bernard C. Steiner, of Bal- 
timore, who is writing a life of the distinguished Marylander, 
found a number of interesting letters, which, it is believed, have 
never been printed, and which are worthy of separate publica- 
tion. Mr. Steiner has kindly sent to this magazine, copies of 
the following letters:] 

Thos. Jefferson to John Wise.* 

Philadelphia, February 12. 1798. 
Sir, 

I have duly received your of the 28. ulto., mentioning that it 
it had been communicated to you, that in a conversation in 
Francis's Hotel (where I lodged) I had spoken of you as of tory 
politics, & you made inquiry as to the fact & the " Idea in- 
tended to be conveyed" I shall answer you with frankness : 

It is now well understood that two political Sects have arisen with- 
in the U. S. ; the one believing that the Executive is the branch of 
our Government which the most needs support; the other that 
like the analagous branch in the English Government, it is 
already too strong for the republican parts of the Constitution, 
and therefore in equivocal cases, they incline to the legislative 
powers; the former of these are called Federalists, sometimes 

•John Wise, of Accomack county, Virginia, was a member of the 
House of Delegates from that county for about ten years, his service 
beginning in 1790. He was speaker in 1794-5-6 and 7, and even in 1798, 
when the celebrated resolutions were adopted, he was elected to the 
chair over Wilson Cary Nicholas, a Republican. " This circumstance 
aroused the indignation of Mr. Jefferson, who roundly abused those of 
his followers who had forgotten their party allegiance at such a time and 
voted for a Federalist." (Wise's Henry A. IHse, 6.) John Wise was 
the last Federalist speaker, as at the next session he was beaten by 
Larken Smith, of King and Queen, a Republican. He was the father 
of Henry A. Wise. 



258 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

Aristocrats or monocrats & sometimes Tories, after the corres- 
ponding Sect, in the English Government of exactly the same 
definition: the latter are still republicans, whigs, Jacobins, 
Anarchists, disorganisers, &c these terms are in familiar use 
with most persons, and which of those of the first class I used 
on the occasion alluded to, I do not particularly remember; they 
are well understood to designate persons who are for strengthen- 
ing the Executive rather than the legislative branches of the 
Government, but probably I used the last of these terms & for 
these reasons; both parties claim to be federalists and Republi- 
cans, and I believe with truth as to the great mass of them: 
these appellations therefore designate neither exclusively, and 
all the others are Slanders, except those of Whig & Tory 
which alone characterize the distinguishing principles of the two 
sects as I have before explained them ; as they have been known 
and named in England for more than a century; and as they are 
growing into daily use here with those whose respect for the 
right of private judgement in others as well as themselves does 
not permit them to use the other terms which either imply 

against themselves or charge others injuriously . I remark 

with real Sensibility the Sentiments of esteem you are pleased to 
express for my character, and do not suffer myself to believe 
they will be lessened by any difference which may happen to 
exist in our political opinions, if any there are. The most 
upright and conscientious characters are on both Sides the ques- 
tion, and as to myself I can say with truth that political tenets 
have never taken away my esteem for a moral and good man : 
On this head I have never uttered a word or entertained a 
thought to your prejudice, & even as to politics, I could say 
nothing as you must be sensible, but only from the Information 
of others, having understood on different occasions, that on 
public questions you have generally concurred with those who 
were on the Side of executive powers: if in this I have been mis- 
informed I shall with pleasure correct the error; if otherwise 
your conviction of the Solidity of your opinions will render it 
satisfactory to you that they have not been mistaken — this is 
the Sentiment which each side entertains of its own opinions 

& neither thinks them the subject of imputation 

I am really sOrry that any one should have found gratification 
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in paining you or myself by such a communication; the Circum- 
stance took place in a familiar conversation with a gentleman, 
who with myself, mess together every day at our lodgings & was 
therefore the less guarded, & I do not recollect that there was a 
person present but of our ordinary Society; the occasion too was 
as clear ot exception being used in proof how litde of party Spirit 
there is in Virginia, & how little it influences public proceedings 
there, & so transient withal, that I dare say it has not been 
since thought of nor repeated, but to yourself; with what view 
is not for me to consider — I have thought I owed to your pri- 
vate & public character this candid declaration, and I have no 
fear you will mistake the motives which lead to it — I have the 
honor to be with grt Respect Sir yr most obedt Servt 

Th: Jefferson. 

(Endorsement by James McHenry.) 

Bache's paper of March 21 : & April 25. 1798 two letters pur- 
porting to be written from a Citizen of Pennsylvania, the one 
bearing date Feby. 15, being 3 days after the present letter & 

the other April 10: 1798. Whether they proceed from 

the same hand with the present, or whether at least they must 
not have been written in concert with the author of the present, 
let candour decide —and if either should be the case, what are 
we to think of the views of a man, standing in his honorable & 
influential station, in the present state of our affairs ? 

You ought to know that the diplomatic skill of France & the 
means she possesses in your Country, are sufficient to enable 
her, with the French Party in America to throw &c. And you 
may assure ' ' yourselves this will be done." What further proof 
is necessary ? 

II. 

Thos. Dillon to James McHenry. 
Tennessee, Western Lands, etc. 
Nashville (Cumberland Dett), May, 1776. 
James Mc Henry Esqr. 

Dr. Sir, — I had the pleasure of addressing to you two let- 
ters from Lynchburg to which I beg leave to refer. Since that 
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time pursuant to my intention, I have taken a pretty long trip 
of it, and notwithstanding that I came to this Country in the 
expectation of seeing good land, I must acknowledge that it 
has exceeded that expectation; and whether you view this Coun- 
try as capable of affording all the necessaries of life in abun- 
dance, or from its other local Advantages, it is worthy of a de- 
cided preferance to that of Kentucke which has been so much 
cried up from the best observations that I am capable of making 
the Climate, too, appears to be more desirable (embracing all 
human constitutions) than any other in North America. About 
1 2 mons. ago you might buy the best Land in this Country for 
a q'r dollar p. acre that is, unless it was in the settlement, or im- 
proved; but when I speak of improvements you are not to ex- 
pect that the Land should be in a high state of improvement or 
that costly buildings should be erected on it — the truth is, that 
there are no Buildings in this State, a very few excepted but log 
Cabins; times alterd for the better tho, the existing peace with 
the Indian tribes, and a prospect of the Continuance of it have 
encouraged the people to begin to settle their Lands, The Sick- 
ness that has prevailed in the Upper as well as lower parts of 
Georgia, the Scarcity of Provisions in it & S. Carolina added to 
its poverty in the former; the desire that most people have to 
settle upon good Land where they can have the benefit of an 
exclusive range, the frequency of Rheumatism in Kentucky, 
and the total want of range for the Cattle, have all contributed 
to that deluge of immigration that seems to exist. It is sup- 
posed, that when the enumeration took place a few months ago, 
that the number of Souls were doubled, to their proportiop the 
year before, it is supposed that about 13.000 (of the 77. thou- 
sand in the state) were the No. of Souls in Cumberland, and it 
appears no unreasonable conjecture, to predict that this No. will 
be doubled by this time next Year, of consequence lands have 
risen, they now ask a dollar for Lands out of the settlement, 
and from 2 to 4 $ for Lands within it according to the improve- 
ment or local advantages attending the situation & those within 
the Indian boundaries they ask a qr. dollar for. 

Since I have come to this Country along with attending to 
my own Matters I have been Studiously engaged in collecting 
such Materials as might become objects of Speculation, and 
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which have been obtained from the only sources that could be 
depended on, to wit, "the inspection of the Entry books of 
John Armstrong, & of Martin Armstrong the Surveyor of Mil. 
Claims of N. Carolina, from these I know the Original Claim- 
ants, where the Lands lie, and in what qualities, what of them 
are Surveyed, and what are not, from the D. Surveyors I know 
their qualities, what are within the Claim lines, and what of 
them are without, and where the parties reside. There are arid 
will be many disputes and litigations about titles to Land, but 
when a person has the examination of the entry books, Origi- 
nal titles only, may be Selected. There are of both these 
Offices, Locations & entries made and the Land not yet sur- 
vey* d these will in many cases be considered as only selling the 
Warrant, And as there are many of the earliest Locations in 
this situation the probability is that the Lands are of the best 
kind independent of the information I have acquired as to their 
Situation and Value. Not long since (six months ago) there 
were a vast number of Milt. Warrants in N. Carolina, but since 
that, many of them have been purchas'd up; the price various 
according to circumstances, from 10 to ioo $ for the Mil. right 
of a private to 640 acres (and so on in proportion to the highest 
rank), and this as soon as it was Surveyed would sell for 640 $ 
for locating and surveying small quantities it has been common 
to give 73, but in many cases upon inspection of the books these 
warrants were found to, be located. So that the proprietor was 
at no other expence or trouble but the Ordinary fees. Of these 
Lands that are surveyd I know and have an accurate act of all 
the valuable tracts, both within & without the line, the Holders 
of which chiefly reside in North Carolina, & in the lower part of 
which I am very well assured that purchases may be made to 
very good advantage. As to what may be expected by the 
Claimants to Lands within the Indian Lines you must be better 
acquainted with than I can possibly be, but justice I think is on 
the Side of those Claimants. 

As the valuable part of my property lies within the States I 
am about bringing my self to a determination of removing to it, 
And should you wish to avail yourself of the information herein 
contained I will most cheerfully exert myself for the purpose Of 
its turning out to your advantage ; And I am the more willing 
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to engage in it, being Conscious that it is the best Land Specu- 
lation that will occur in our time. 

If we recur to the recent determination of Congress, as to the 
Sale of vacant Land in the N. W. teritory, it cannot be won- 
dered at if the Lands herein alluded to Should sell at 10$ an 
acre in a very few Yrs. the Lands in the N. W. Teritory will 
sell at not less than 2 Dollars, perhaps when the L. offices open 
for the Sale of Land in the S. W. one, it may possibly be as 
high, And it must be a Matter perfectly clear, that Locations 
were made upon the best Lands, of course none but the worst 
remaining. I would sooner give 5$ an Acre for Land sur- 
vey'd 12 yrs. ago than I would One dollar for that not yet 
survey'd. 

Look to the State of Kentucke and it will justify the Observa- 
tion of the increasing value of Lands, 7 yrs. ago Lands were 
bought there for qr. to y? dollar an Acre; now its ells for 20 sh. to 
20 Dollars ; I could add some further remarks in support of my 
opinion, which chiefly arise, from a review of the Soil, and the 
local situation of the Country ; but your own penetration will 
suggest to you, such as you may think proper to Adopt. 

There are many kinds of Land Speculation, but this is one of 
the honourable kind, where no future purchaser will ever be de- 
ceived as to the quality, speaking of which, I may beg leave to 
add that 1st. rate Land, bring 76 bushels Corn to the Acre, 2d 
rate 60 & 3d rate 40. Others here will tell you of greater Crops, 
and certain it is that the Land is capable of producing more, by 
proper cultivation, but my quotation only refers to what is act- 
ually made. So that I think nature has dealt out her favours 
with a most liberal hand towards this Country, for we see the 
production of opposite Hemispheres united in rendering this 
Country adequate to all human wants. In fine, should you or 
any friend of yours, think proper to invest any property in 
this way You may command my Service freely And without any 
compensation till the expiration of 3 or 6 yrs. (at such time it 
will be evident that such compensation will be a very small pro- 
portion of the proportion of the profit it will yield) or upon 
any given proportion. 

Among the places I have been at since I have left home, is 
Jellico blockhouse on the Tenassee, at S. W. point (known by 
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the name of Fort defilance) at the junction of Clench & Tenas- 
see, at Fort Granger, on Holstein, where the Tenassee unites 
with it, and at Fort Blount on the Cumberland River. At these 
respective forts are stationed about 15 men, altho not under that 
regular discipline or subordination as might be expected, many 
of them being commonly absent, from which a body might be 
apt to infer; that supporting the Garisons were useless & unne- 
cessary; but the fact is otherwise; I think them highly neces- 
sary, and very proper bariers between the whites & [Indians] 
these Garisons are very ill supplied with provisions, owing in 
some measure to the economical ideas of Col. Henly the agent 
for Indian affairs at Knoxville. The people murmur very much, 
these parsimonious Ideas ought not to prevail so as to injure the 
public credit. Many of the whites are disorderly & licentious 
and would be glad to seek an opportunity of kicking up a dust 
with the Indians, but these are of a class that have nothing to 
lose, or that have Lands within the Indian boundaries ; the 
more respectable & thinking part however, are highly averse to 
any proceedings that might have a tendency to involve the 
Country in a War. In Cumberland, I believe they are pos- 
sess'd of these sentiments to a Man, Those on Holstein are less 
orderly. A circumstance of which has occur'd. When I left 
Knoxville (on my way here) a variety of uncertain rumurs were 
abroad, "that a few Indians on Pigeon had fired upon 12 white 
Men, the whites returned the fire, killed one Indian and 
wounded another. The fact of the Case now appears to be," 
that these White Men wantonly, and without any manner of 
provocation, fired upon these harmless Indians, as they lay en- 
camped on their hunting ground; Wounded one of them 
severely, and dispersed the whole with the loss of two of their 
Guns, that they left behind them in the confusion that this in- 
fraction created. Govr. Savire has in Consequence sent a talk 
addressed to the Chief of the Nation, that he would obtain 
those Guns, and have the parties (who are now known) pun- 
ished, with a remonstrance at the same time, to restrain their 
Young Men, and conduct themselves peacably. this talk was 
delivered to Dblehead one of their Chiefs, whose reply was, 
that an advice to restrain his Young Men, would be more appli- 
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cable to those under the Command of Govr. Savire, that he 
would use his best endeavours for that purpose, but he added 
that he hoped Govr. Savire would be prepared at their next 
meeting, to give such satisfaction in the business as that justice 
might be demanded. It appears to me that these offenders 
ought to be punish'd in an exemplary manner, but I question if 
it will be the case, for this Country, has acquired such an acces- 
sion of strength as to be disregasdfull of the injury the Indians 

can do them, in a collective capacity 

I have understood from Capt. Chisholm that there was to be 
a treaty held with the Creeks at a place call'd Colwan & that he 
was fearful such would not be effected. If it should so happen 
that the object cannot be attained, by the mode that has been 
contemplated, perhaps it may not be amiss to suggest to the pro- 
prietor of having it affected at Philadelphia where he (Chisholm) 
says (sic) there is no manner of doubt of obtaining all consis- 
tent Sacrifices, perhaps he is the more ready to give this as his 
opinion by the interest he may have in that Embassy ? finding 
that I have far exceeded the limits of an Ordinary Letter I has- 
ten to conclude myself 

respectfully Yr. most obt. humbl. servant. 

Thomas Dillon. 

I set off for Lynchburg in 2 or 3 days distant from here about 
600 miles. 

James McHenry Esqr. 

Philadelphia. 

III. 

Opinion of United States Attorney General Charles 
Lee on Certain Virginia Military Land Claims. 

Philadelphia 2 Feby. 1797. 
Sir 

When Virginia in March 1784 ceded to the United States the 
land northwest of the ohio within the limits of her charter, no 
reservation was made for satisfying the claims for bounty land of 
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the state officers* not on continental establishment of which 
description John Nelson in his petition is stated to be. Conse- 
quently the United States are not bound by the terms of ces- 
sion to satisfy the claim of John Nelson or any other of the 
like kind. 

The indian right to the land between Cumberland and Ten- 
nesse rivers wherever locations were made for the use of John 
Nelson and others in the State line of Virginia, was not extinct 
at the time of these locations and therefore they must be viewed 
as made subject to thai right and liable to the possibility of be- 
ing left within the boundary line of the lands allotted to the indians 
when a peace should be made with them or a contract concluded 
with them. In making the treaty of ioth. Jany 1736 with the 
Chickasaws, congress exercised a lawful right and did not do an 
act by which John Nelson was deprived of lands to which he or 
Virginia under whom he claims had a complete title. The 
indians had never consented to cede those to Virginia, and the 
utmost right of Virginia was a pre-emption right — This pre- 
emption right is not violated or taken away by any act of con- 
gress but is claimed to exist in full force. Wheneyer the Indians 
will surrender their right to those lands by treaty, the State of 
Virginia ought to exercise this right of pre-emption and when 
obtained, the location title of John Nelson to the lands in his 
surveys should be preferred to all others^ under Virginia poster- 
ior to it, till the indian right shall be extinguished in a valid and 
regular manner to his tract of country, or Virginia shall find 
other lands for satisfying claims of this kind they must remain 

* It is a remarkable fact that careless transcription by an engrossing 
clerk in the Virginia Legislature, deprived the officers and soldiers of 
the Virginia State Line of a share in the military reservation in the 
Northwest Territory. There is no doubt that the act of cession as passed 
by the Assembly reserved lands for both Continental and State lines, 
but in the engrossed copy which was signed by the governor and for- 
warded to Congress, the reference to the State line was omitted. For 
an explanation of how this error occurred see Hening, Vol. XI, p. 366- 
The late Mr. Thos. E. Nimmo, who was for some years and up to the 
time of his recent much regretted death, engaged in arranging the State 
archives, looked into the matter and informed the writer that he was 
confident that Hening's suggestion was correct. 
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as they are. The United States are under no obligation to 

satisfy them in any manner whatever 

I am respectfully your most obedt servant 

Charles Lee. 
The Secretary at War. 

IV. 

Thos. Pickering, Secretary of State, to James 
McHenry. 

Department of State April 23, 1796. 
Sir, 

The Bearer has some accounts for the service of an escort to 
Colo. Innes when he was sent by the President to Kentucky. 
It seems that they have lain several days with Mr. Simmons 
[Auditor of the U. S.J for settlement. The Bearer wants to 
leave town to-morrow. He applies to me, because the employ- 
ment of Colonel Innes was in the line of the department of 
State. I know how apt Mr. Simmons is to throw difficulties in 
the way of such settlements — & therefore I have advised the 
applicant to see you in person. 

respectfully yours 

T. Pickering. 
James McHenry Esq. Secy, of War. 

Jos. Anderson, Chairman Senate Committee to James 

McHenry. 

[This official communication from a Senate committee to the 
War Department is signed by Joseph Anderson, a native of 
Pennsylvania, and a captain in the Revolutionary war, who was 
appointed by Washington in 1791, as judge of the territory 
south of the Ohio river. He aided in forming the first constitu- 
tion of Tennessee and served as senator from that State from 
1797 toi8i5.] 

Sir 

There is now before the Senate a Remonstrance and Petition, 
from the Legislature of the State of Tennessee — Stating in Sub- 
stanc as follows (Viz) 

1. That the line run by General Pickens, Colonel Hawkins, 
and General Winchester, Commissioners, on the part of the 
United States, for runing the line pursueant to the treaty of 
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Holston — is erroneously run, from the River Clinch toChilhowee 
Mountain — 

2. That Lt. Colonel Butler issued a Proclamation ordering a 
large number of inhabitants, to remove off the lands, pursueant 
to, and Consequential on the runing of this erroneous line — and 
that many of those inhabitants, held the lands (from which they 
were thus removed) by Titles fairly derived, from the State of 
North Carolina and by Occupany Sanctioned by Said State — 
and by Such removal, have suffered great injustice. 

3. That the ferry across Clinch, (which has been used for Sev- 
eral years in Conformity with the treaty of Holston) has been 
assumed by Colonel Hawkins, and rented out for the use of the 
Cherokee nation of Indians — and that a fence about two miles 
above the ferry — hath been Stop'd by an order of Colonel But- 
ler, by an armed force — and all Travelers, from Washington, or 
Hamilton Districks to move are forced across The ferry at an 
exorbitant price. 

4. The navigation of Holston River is declared by Colonel 
Butler, not to be-Secured to the Citizens by the Treaty of Hol- 
ston — aud persons in consequence thereof prevented by an armed 
force, from passing down the Same. 

The remonstrance and Petition (of which the foregoing State- 
ment Contains the substance) hath been refered to a Committee 
of the Senate to report thereon — The Committee therefore re- 
quest you Sir, to give any information respecting the above 
Statement, that may comport with the duties of your office — 
and if the Statement be supported — by any information in your 
possession — The Committee wish to know the reasons for the 
measures — as far as it may be proper to disclose them — 

Jos: Anderson, Chairman of Committee. 

Honble. James Mc Henry Esqr. 

Secretary at War. 

V. 

Benjamin Hawkins to James McHenry. 

[Hawkins, the writer of this letter, was a native of North 
Carolina and a graduate of Princeton College. He served in 
the Revolutionary war, was a delegate from his native State to 
the Congress of the Confederation and from 1789 to 1795 a Sen- 
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ator of the United States. From the latter date, until his death, 
in 1816, he was Agent for Superintending all the Indians south 
of the Ohio river.] 

Camp of the Commissioners 23 of May | 1799. 

on Ko,e. nacah 40 Miles N. of pensacola. 

I wrote you on the 15th. ultimo. — I left the lower Creeks on the 
next day and arrived at pensacola on the 25th. where I had the 
pleasure to meet the Commissioners and where after a conver- 
sation on the subject it was agreed that the proper place for the 
meeting and conference of the Indians would be at or near the 
line. The place being agreed on I sent a Runner to direct the 
Indians to it. I called on the Governor with the Commission- 
ers who informed him of the time and place agreed on for the 
conference with the Indians — I told the Governor that to do 
away all improper impressions heretofore made on the minds of 
the Indians in relation to the line the Governor and Commission- 
ers must declare publicly to them, that there was a clear under- 
standing in their business between Spain and the United States, 
that the treaty was the guide to both, that the U. S. and Spain 
were friends and were acting as such in running the line between 
their Territory. 

The Governor assured us that he would attend the conference 
if his health permitted and co-operate with the Commissioners. 
He was not able to attend, but he sent Col. McSaint who with 
the Commissioner of Spain said what was proper to the Indians. 

The issue of the Conference was as favorable as we could 
wish. The Chiefs furnished the number of Guides and Hunters 
required by the treaty with us and appear desirous that the 
whole business should be done with safety to the parties. 

If there should be any opposition it will come from the Siman- 
olees who live in East Florida. I have given my opinion to 
the Commissioners of Spain of the conduct proper to be pur- 
sued in relation to them and I go this day to pensacola to have 
a more perfect understanding on the business. — 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully sir, 
your obedt. servant. 

(signed) Benjamin Hawkins. 

The Honble. James Mc Henry 

Secretary at war. 



